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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, SY, US 

SUBJECT: DR. MAYER BALAAS 

REF: DAMASCUS 2002 

1 . DR. BALAAS CALLED ON CHARGE APRIL 19 TO BRING US UP TO 
DATE ON HIS APPLICATION FOR A SYRIAN PASSPORT AND EXIT VISA 
TO VISIT U.S. FOR MEDICAL SPECIALIZATION (REFTEL PARA. 4). 

HE SAID THAT EARLIER SAME DAY HE AND COMMUNITY LEADER 
TOUTAH HAD CALLED ON CO. MESSAOUD, SYRIAN MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF JEWISH COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, TO DISCUS 
APPLICATION. MESSAOUD SAID LOWER RANKING MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS HAD SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS TO HIM WITH 
FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION HE WAS CONCERNED, HOWEVER, 

WITH PRECEDENT WHICH APPROVAL WOULD PROVIDE BOTH INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE JEWISH COMMUNITY. HE WAS ALSO CONCERNED THAT BALAAS' 

TIES WITH SYRIA WERE WEAK AND SAID HE WOULD BE OBLIGED TO 
SET VERY HIGH BOND IF APPLICATION APPROVED. 

2. MESSAOUD ASKED TOUTAH WHETHER HE WOULD PERSONALLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 02553 211756Z 

GUARANTEE BALAAS' RETURN TO SYRIA FOLLOWING SPECIALI- 
ZATION. TOUTAH REPLIED IN NEGATIVE. MESSAOUD SAID 
HE WOULD REFER CASE TO SUPERIORS AND ASKED BALAAS 
TO COME BACK IN TWO WEEKS. 

3. BALAAS HAS APPLIED FOR ONE- YEAR PASSPORT BUT STILL 
DOES NOT BELIEVE SARG WILL APPROVE. NEVERTHELESS, HE WAS 
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ENCOURGAED THAT MESSAOUD HAD NOT REJECTED IT OUT OF HAND. 

4. BALAAS ALSO INQUIRED WHETHER EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED 
DSP-66 FROM CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL WHICH HE SAID SHALOM 
WAS ARRANGING TO SEND. 

5. AS OF APRIL 21 DSP-66 NOT RECEIVED. REQUEST ARN 
CONTACT SHALOM TO ASSURE THAT IT HAS BEEN SENT TO EMBASSY 
THROUGH WASHINGTON ADDRESS SO THAT BALAAS APPLICATION FOR 
US VISA CAN BE PROCESSED RAPIDLY IN THE EVENT HE OBTAINS 
PASSPORT. 

PELLETREAU 
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